ECONOMY AND YOU

More than six in ten graduates have no work, or
a job below their degree

In this report: Share of Unemployed and Underemployed Graduates; Share of Unemployed and Underemployed Graduates: Women
and Men; How the figures were made.

In 2025, 62.5 per cent of graduates in India's labour force had no work, or worked in a job below graduate
level, on MoSPI's own survey data.

The share rose from 55.8 per cent in 2017-18 to 58.7 per cent in
2020-21.

Finding What the Government's own data show

Six in ten This share counts the graduates who had no work, together with those whose job
was below graduate level. In 2025 it was 62.5 per cent. Between 2017-18 and 2020-
21 it rose from 55.8 per cent to 58.7 per cent.

Of every 1,000 graduates Of every 1,000 graduates in the labour force in 2025, 625 had no work or a job
below graduate level. In 2017-18 the figure was 558, and in 2020-21 it was 587.

Women and men graduates  In 2025 the share was 59.6 per cent for women graduates and 63.5 per cent for men
graduates. For women it rose from 50.1 per cent in 2017-18 to 55.0 per cent in
2020-21, and for men from 57.2 per cent to 59.7 per cent over the same rounds.

The G_ovemment's own The Government's own Economic Survey 2024-25 groups these jobs the same way.
grouping Its footnote 110 lists the semi-skilled jobs, as follows: "Semi-skilled occupations
include clerks, skilled agricultural and fisherman, plant and machine operators,
assembly workers, craft and related trades workers, service workers, shop and

market sales workers".

Sources: Read on 15 October 2026. MoSPI, PLFS unit-level data, microdata.gov.in catalogue 204 (2017-18), 216 (2018-19), 217 (2019-20), 206 (2020-21), 214 (2021-22), 210
(2022-23), 213 (2023-24), 254 (2024 ), 284 (2025); Ministry of Finance, Economic Survey 2024-25, Chapter 12, Table XII.4 and footnote 110.
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https://microdata.gov.in/NADA/index.php/catalog/204
https://microdata.gov.in/NADA/index.php/catalog/216
https://microdata.gov.in/NADA/index.php/catalog/217
https://microdata.gov.in/NADA/index.php/catalog/206
https://microdata.gov.in/NADA/index.php/catalog/214
https://microdata.gov.in/NADA/index.php/catalog/210
https://microdata.gov.in/NADA/index.php/catalog/210
https://microdata.gov.in/NADA/index.php/catalog/213
https://microdata.gov.in/NADA/index.php/catalog/254
https://microdata.gov.in/NADA/index.php/catalog/284
https://www.indiabudget.gov.in/budget2025-26/economicsurvey/doc/echapter.pdf
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Share of Unemployed and Underemployed

Graduates

This share counts the graduates who had no work, together with those whose job was below graduate level.
In 2025 it was 62.5 per cent. Between 2017-18 and 2020-21 it rose from 55.8 per cent to 58.7 per cent.

Share of Unemployed and Underemployed Graduates
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Source: MoSPI, PLFS unit-level data, worked out by the office of Shri Ajay Maken.

Each bar shows the share of graduates in the labour force who had no work, or who worked below graduate level. The brief

measures the rise only across the four rounds from 2017-18 to 2020-21, and the later bars are levels. The axis starts at 50 per

cent, and the gold bar is 2025.

Of every 1,000 graduates in the labour force in 2025, 625 had no work or a job below graduate level. In 2017-

18 the figure was 558, and in 2020-21 it was 587.

Sources: Read on 15 October 2026. MoSPI, PLFS unit-level data, microdata.gov.in catalogue 204 (2017-18), 216 (2018-19), 217 (2019-20), 206 (2020-21), 214 (2021-22), 210

(2022-23), 213 (2023-24), 254 (2024), 284 (2025).
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Share of Unemployed and Underemployed
Graduates: Women and Men
In 2025 the share was 59.6 per cent for women graduates and 63.5 per cent for men graduates. For women it

rose from 50.1 per cent in 2017-18 to 55.0 per cent in 2020-21, and for men from 57.2 per cent to 59.7 per

cent over the same rounds.

Share of Unemployed and Underemployed Graduates

Per cent of women and of men graduates in the labour force (the axis starts at 45)
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Source: MoSPI, PLFS unit-level data, worked out by the office of Shri Ajay Maken.

The gold bars are women graduates, and the blue bars are men graduates. The brief measures the rise only across the four
rounds from 2017-18 to 2020-21, and the later bars are levels. The axis starts at 45 per cent.

Sources: Read on 15 October 2026. MoSPI, PLFS unit-level data, microdata.gov.in catalogue 204 (2017-18), 216 (2018-19), 217 (2019-20), 206 (2020-21), 214 (2021-22), 210
(2022-23), 213 (2023-24), 254 (2024), 284 (2025).
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How the figures were made

MoSPI publishes the unit-level records of the Periodic Labour Force Survey on microdata.gov.in. This brief
works out every figure from those records. Each person carries the survey's own weight, so that the figures
describe India and not only the people interviewed.

Before any figure was used, the same code reproduced MoSPI's published unemployment rate for graduates.
It matched in every annual round from 2017-18 to 2023-24 and in 2025, each time to one decimal. MoSPI
published no rate for graduates for calendar 2024, so the code was checked there against MoSPI's published
rates for all persons.

Every rise this brief states is measured from 2017-18 to 2020-21, and each is more than twice its standard
error, so it is larger than sampling error alone would be likely to produce. The other rounds are printed as
levels.

Most graduates in the labour force do not have graduate work, and MoSPI's own records show the share
without it growing from 2017-18 to 2020-21.

Sources: Read on 15 October 2026. MoSPI, PLFS annual reports and key indicators for 2017-18, 2018-19, 2019-20, 2020-21, 2021-22, 2022-23, 2023-24, 2024, 2025.
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https://www.mospi.gov.in/sites/default/files/publication_reports/Annual%20Report,%20PLFS%202017-18_31052019.pdf
https://www.mospi.gov.in/sites/default/files/publication_reports/Annual_Report_PLFS_2018_19_HL.pdf
https://www.mospi.gov.in/sites/default/files/publication_reports/Annual_Report_PLFS_2019_20F1.pdf
https://www.mospi.gov.in/sites/default/files/publication_reports/Annual_Report_PLFS_2020%2021_0.pdf
https://www.mospi.gov.in/sites/default/files/publication_reports/AnnualReportPLFS2021-22F1.pdf
https://www.mospi.gov.in/sites/default/files/publication_reports/AR_PLFS_2022_23N.pdf
https://www.mospi.gov.in/sites/default/files/publication_reports/AnnualReport_PLFS2023-24L2.pdf
https://www.mospi.gov.in/sites/default/files/publication_reports/Key_employment_unemployment_indicators_PLFS_2024_final.pdf
https://www.mospi.gov.in/uploads/publications_reports/publications_reports1780040415321_0624fb13-fb47-40bc-b470-7c7e9635c3ef_PLFS_2025_F_REV_29052026.pdf
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